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- Profaners of Go p's Sabbaths. 


Dear READER, | 
$04 was a Charge brought againſt God's 
NAR profeſſing People of old, Thou haſt deſpi- 
8 ] We Jed mine holy Things, and haſt profaned my 
F I NN Sabbaths; and I am extremely ſorry to 
find, that the ſame Charge ſtands in full, 
Force againſt thee. Perſons may be ſaid to profane the 
Sabbaths of the Lord, when they do thoſe Things on this 
ſacred Day which he has expreſsly prohibited, when they 
negle& thoſe Things which he has commanded, or when 
= they perform commanded Duties in an unſuitable and un- 
4 / worthy Manner, 1 
| I am extremely concerned to find that Thou, my dear. 
Reader, art a Profaner of God's Sabbaths in the firſt of 
theſe Senſes; and as ſuch, a Regard to the Honour of 
| | God, and a tender Compaſſion for the eternal Intereſts of 
| Foul, conſtrain -+» to addreſs myſelf to thee in the 
N | A follow- 


(2) 

following Manner : While you can allow yourſelf in the 
ſhameful and impious Practice of violating the Sabbaths of 
the Lord, And deſpiſing his holy Things; while you can 
ſpend this ſacred Day either in Idleneſs at home, or in 
vain and impertinent Viſits, or in Walks of Pleaſure 
abroad, I cannot indeed addreſs thee as a Chriſtian ; ne- 
vertheleſs give me Leave to expoſtulate with thee as a rea- 
ſonable Creature, and let me beg of thee to put the fol- 
lowing Queries cloſe to thy own Heart: Doſt thou not 
know that there is a God, who has made thee and every 
other Creature round about thee, and that he conſtantly - 
upholds every Creature that he has made, by his perpetual 
Agency and unremitting Energy in and upon them? Doſt 
thou not know that thou art a Creature of his Power, and 
that Fe is the great Fountain and Original of all thoſe 
Mereies which thou art entruſted with? And doſt thou 
not think it highly reaſonable, that .that God, in whom 
thou liveſt, moveſt, and haſt thy Being, ſhould be owned 
and acknowledged, worſhipped and adored by thee ? Does 
not Reaſon itſelf tell thee, that ſome Time ought to be 
ſet apart for the immediate Worſhip of that great and glo- 
rious Fchovah to whom thou art indebted for thy Exiſtence, 
and all thy Comforts and Supports ? And wilt thou ſpend 
all thy Time in the Gratification of thy own carnal Appe» 
tites, and leave no Time for God ? 

But, beſides the Reaſonableneſs of the Dur in general, 
that thou mighteſt be at no Manner of Loſs what Portion 
of Time ought to be ſet apart immediately for the Wor- 
ſhip and Service of God, has he not appointed that one 
whole Day in ſeven ſhould be ſet apart as an holy Sabbath 
- unto himſelf? Was not this the Seventh under the Old 
Teſtament Diſpenſation, and is it not the Firſt under the 
Chriſtian? And has not God expreſsly commanded thee 
(Exod. xx. 8.) to remember the Sabbath-day to Reep it holy? 
Has Ged, in Compaſſion to, thy thoughtlels, inconſiderate 


and forgetful Diſpoſition of Mind, with reſpect to divine 
and 
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and ſpiritual Things, and eſpecially with reſpect to the 
Sanctification of the Sabbath, called upon thee to remem- 
ber it, and to keep it holy unto himſelf, and wilt thou 
forget and neglect it Art not thou a Subject of his moral 
Government? Art thou not a rational and intelligent, 
and therefore an accountable Creature? And wilt not 
thou ſubmit thyſelf to the Authority of God? Wilt thou 
not obey his Laws, hearken to his Voice, and attend to 
his Injunctions? Or wilt thou, a mere groveling Worm 
of the Earth, lift up a rebellious Heel againſt thy Maker 
and Lord? Wilt thou bid Defiance to the Laws of the 
almighty and eternal God ? Wilt thou proclaim War even 
with Omnipotence itſelf ? Wilt thou ruſh thyſelf againſt 
the thick Boſſes of his Buckler? Doſt thou imagine that 
the great God is ſuch a Governor, as will pay no Regard 
to the Honour of his Laws? Canſt thou entertain the de- 
luſive Hope, that he will ſuffer them to be trampled up- 
on by rebellious Worms with Impunity ? O fooliſh and 
ſtupid Soul! Did any ever ſet himſelf againſt God, and 
proſper? Was there ever a Creature (a proud, inſolent 
and rebellious Creature) that proved a Match for Omni- 
potence? Find him out, Reader, if thou canſt. When 
Satan, the Prince of the apoſtate angelic Bands, raiſed a 
Rebellion even in Heaven itſelf againſt the eternal Fehovah, 
and ſet himſelf there to act in direct Oppoſition to the 
Laws of his Government, did he ſucceed in his bold and 
impious Attempt ? Was he not hurled from the Regions 
of Bliſs and Happineſs down to the Pit of everlaſting Hor- 
ror and Deſpair? And is he not reſerved in Chains of 
Darkneſs unto the Judgment of the great Day ? Canſt thou 
imagine then (who art a Creature in the Scale of Beings 
far inferior to him) that thou ſhalt ſucceed in thy Re- 
bellion againſt God? If fo glorious and powerful a Crea- 
ture, as the Devil once was, proved infinitely too weak to 
be a Match for Omnipotence, canſt thou entertain ſo 
much as one flattering Hope that thy feeble Attempts 

„ againſt 
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againſt him ſhall proſper, or that thou ſhalt eſcape with 
Impunity? Poor, deluded Creature! give me Leave to 
tell thee, that as ſure as there is a God who judgeth in 
the Earth, fo ſure it is, if thou art an Imitator of the De- 
vil in his Rebellion, thou ſhalt alſo be a Companion with 
him in ſuffering, in ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal 
Fire. 

But I would not only plead the Authority of God, but 
alſo the Example of all good Men in every Age of the 


World, as an Argument to prevail upon thee to pay a re- 


ligious Regard to the Sabbaths of the Lord. — And have 
not the Saints in every Age made it their Concern to ſub- 
mit themſelves to the Authority of God? Have they 
not made Conſcience of remembering the Sabbath-day to, 
keep it holy? Did not the Saints, under the Old Teſta- 
ment Diſpenſation, make Conſcience of obſerving the ſe- 
venth Day of the Week as an holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord ? And did not the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians 
religiouſly obſerve the firſt Day of the Week, which they 
emphatically called the Lord's Day, it being the Day on 
which he aroſe from the Dead with all the Marks of a 
glorious and triumphant Conqueror ? And wilt thou, my 
dear Reader, diſtinguiſh thyſelf from all that were truly 


pious and holy from the Beginning of the World down to 


the apoſtolic Age, yea, and from thence down to the pre- 
ſent Day? Wilt thou ſorſake the aſſembling of thyſelf to- 
gether with the Saints and People of God, as the Manner 
of great Numbers of impious and ungodly Wretches is! 
Art thou determined to forſake the Aſſemblies of all thy 
Fellow-Creatures, that diſcover any genuine Marks of real 
Piety and Devotion towards God, and Faith in. the great 
Redeemer ? And wilt thou join thyſelf with the Society of 
the Wicked, and enter even on the Lord's Day into the 
Synagogues of Satan? If this is thy determinate Reſolu- 
tion, then let me tell thee that thy Damnation ſlumbereth 

not; and that, as yo make the Society of the Wicked 


* your 


ur 
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your Choice, Delight and Pleaſure now, you ſhall (un- 
leſs timely Repentance towards God, and Faith in the 
great Redeemer, prevent) have your Portion for ever with 
them in a future State of everlaſting Horror and Miſery. 
If you will rather join yourſelf with the Enemies of God 
and Chriſt, than imitate the Saints and People of God, in 
paying a religious Regard to the Sabbath - day; then you 
may reſt aſſured, that the great Judge of all will another 
Day fay to the ready Executioners of his righteous Ven- 
geance, As for that mine Enemy, which would not that I 


Should reign over him, bring him hither and ſlay him before 


me. He will order you to be brought forth as a public 
Victim, and he will have the Sentence of everlaſting Con- 
demnation executed in all its dreadful Terrors upon you. 
And canſt thou bear the Thoughts of dwelling in ever- 
laſting Burnings ? Or doſt thou imagine that thy Hands 
will be ſtrong in the Day of his final Wrath? I will leave 
the Anſwer to this important Queſtion to God and thy 
own Conſcience. | S 

But again, give me Leave to expoſtulate with thee up- 
on the Principles of Love and Gratitude, And here give 
me Leave to aſk thee, whether, if you was to meet with 
a Perſon in very low and impoveriſhed Circumſtances, 
that had neither a Morſe] of Bread to nouriſh him, nor a 
Penny of Money to-relieve himſelf, nor even a Rag of 
Cloaths to cover him; and was you to ſhew Compaſſion 
to this poor, diſtreſſed Wretch ; ſhould you both feed 
and cloath him, and put him into a Way of getting a 
comfortable Livelihood ; fhould you continually heap freſh 
Tokens of your Kindneſs upon him ; ſhould you deliver 
him out of repeated Streights and Difficulties ; and ſhould 


you even redeem him, when, by his own Folly, he had 


plunged himſelf into a voluntary Slavery and Vaſſalage to 
one of the worſt of Tyrants : If, I ſay, you ſhould do all 
theſe Things for ſuch a miſerable Object; and, after all 

he ſhould never acknowledge your Favours, never 48. 
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ver a pratcful Senſe of the Benefits you have conferred 
upon him; Tet me aſk thee, whether the Blood in every 
Vein of thy Body would not even boil with Indignation 
againſt ſuch an ungrateful Monſter ? Wouldſt not thou, 
from this Moment, lock upon him as abſolutely unworthy 
of yout future favourable Notice? Would you not regard 
him as an abandoned W retch, that deſerved to ſuffer the 
deepeſt Miſeries and the moſt pungent Torments ? But 
may I not now be allowed to call upon thee to conſider, 
that all this, and infinitely more, the great God has done 
for miſerable and diſtreſſed Man? May I not be allowed 
to call upon thee to conſider, that that God who com- 
mands thee to remember the Sabbath-day, and to keep it 


boly, is the Creator, Preſerver and Rar of poor, 


undone Man; and that the Sabbath is ſet apart for this 
very End and Purpoſe, that we ſhould own and acknow- 


ledge the glorious Perfections of the Deity, as diſplayed in 


the Creation, Preſervation and Redemption of Men ? But 
whilſt, dear Reader, thou art joining thyſelf with the Pro- 
faners of God's Sabbaths, who ſpread themſelves over the 
Fields like an Army of deſtructive Locuſts, whenever the 
Weather ſuits them, and who abſent themſelves from the 
Congregation of the Righteous ; let me call upon thee to 
aſk thy own Conſcience, whether thou art not acting in 
ſuch a Manner, as to give a full Demonſtration to all 
around thee, that thou art loſt to all Senſe of Gratitude 
for the many Benefits and Favours which the Divine Be- 
ing has indulged thee with, both in a Way of Providence, 
and in a Way of Goſpel Grace? What, Reader! haſt 
thou no Concern to worſhip and adore that God, who has 
made thee, and who conſtantly loads thee with his Bene- 
fits? Haſt thou no Deſire to hear the Sound of the 
Goſpel, and the glad Tidings of Pardon, Peace and Sal- 
vation, through the Blood of a Redeemer's Croſs, that 
you thus abſent yourſelf from the Houſe and Worſhip of 


God, and j Join * wich thoſe who ate Blaſphemers of 
God, 
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God, and Deſpiſers of his Son, his Goſpel and his Grace? 
Doft thou not know that Faith comes by Hearing, and 
Hearing by the Word preached. ? And do you neglect tho 
Houſe, the Werſhip and the Ordinances of God, becauſe 
you will put yourſelf, as much as in you lies, aut of the 
Reach of divine Mercy ? Doft thou indulge thyſelf in this 
Neglect, becauſe thou wilt hear nathing that has a Ten- 
dency to awaken thy Conſeience, and to convince thee 
of the corrupt, guilty and condemned State and Con- 
dition thau art in by Nature; and becauſe thou wilt 
hear nothing of that Method of ſaving and recovering 
Grace, which is held forth and propoſed to periſhing Sin- 
ners in a Goſpel Diſpenſatian ? Daſt thou thus negleR the 
religious Obſervation of the Sabbath, becauſe thou art de- 
termined to live and die in a State of Ignorance, Infi- 
delity and Unbelief ? What, my dear Reader | is the Fa- 
vour of Gad, an Intereſt in the great Redeemer, a Par- 
ticipation of his Rightcouſheſs and Grace, a Covenant 
Right and Claim to immortal Blefſedneſs, and at latt an 
abundant Entrance into it, either ſuch deſpicable or ſuch 
dreadful Things, that you cannot bear ſo much as to hear 
of them? And is an everlaſting Separation from God, the 
ſupreme and chief Good, the perpetual Gnawings of your 
guilty Conſcience, the Upbraidings of Devils and other 
damned Spirits, the Fire which ſhall never—never—never 
be extinguiſhed, ſuch important, ſuch deſirable Things, 
that you muſt needs make Choice of them ? In ſhort, is 
eternal Happineſs fo mean, and everlaſting Damnation fo 
valuable a Thing, that you muſt needs deſpiſe the former, 
and make Choice of the Jatter? Let Conſcience ſpeak, 
and that will furniſh thee with a ſuitable Anſwer. But, as 
J would fain hope that thou art in ſome Meaſure con- 
vinced of thy horrid Impiety and Rebellion in profaning . 
God's Sabbaths, I would conclude this Addreſs unto thee _ 
by recommending to thy higheſt Regards the adorable Je- 
ſus, as the only Foundation of thy eternal Hope. The 


Law 
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| Law of God curſes thee, (Gal. iii. 10.) becauſe thou haſt 


broke it in numberleſs Inſtances, not only in profaning 
God's Sabbaths, but alſo'in'a Variety of other Reſpects. 
Thou art condemned then upon the Foundation of this 
firſt Covenant; and there is no Hope of Happineſs for 
thee, but by an Intereſt in'the Grace of that ſecond Cove- 
nant, which'is ſealed and ratified in the atoning Blood of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, His Righteouſneſs alone can juſti- 
fy thee, kis Blood alone can waſh” thee from the Stains 
of thy Guilt, his Grace alone can renew and ſanctify thy 
Nature, and his Strength alone can fortify thee againſt all 
future Temptations. © Look then to Jeſus for the Pardon 
of thy paſt Sins, and for Grace and Strength to enable 


thee to prize and value God's holy Things, and to pay 


a ſtlict religious Regard to his Sabbaths in every future 
Part of Life; that ſo, when thou art removed from Sab- 

baths and Seaſons of Grace on Earth, thou mayſt be 
put into the Enjoyment of a Sabbath of eternal Reſt with 
Chriſt in Heaven. This, dear Reader, is the affectionate 
Prayer of one that wiſhes * Ny _ of OP” both 


here and heredfter. 
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